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Cytokeratin 19 expression in usual cutaneous carcinomas ZHOU Peng-ziang LUQO Chen-qun GU Yong-hong et al .

The 3™ Xiangya Hospital ~Central South University Chnagsha 410013 China
Abstract Objective To study the expression characteristics of cytokeratin 19 CK 19 in usual cutaneous carcinomas.
Method Immunohistochemical —streptavidin-biotin-peroxidase technique was applied. CK 19 expression was evaluated in
specimens including 2 normal skin tissues 6 squamous cell carcinomas SCCs and 4 basal cell carcinomas BCCs . Only cy-
toplasm expression was considered as specific. Result CK 19 was expressed in the cytoplasm of epidermal basal in the cells
of the germinative hair matrix and the external root sheath of hair follicles in the basal cells of the sebaceous gland and in the
myoepithelial basal cells of the sweat glands. All terminally differentiated cells were negative for CK 19. As for the immunos-
tainings of tissue sections the positive expression cells of CK 19 in BCCs and grade 111 SCCs were more than those in grade 11
SCCs whereas grade I SCCs were negative for CK 19. Conclusion These results indicated that the expression characteristics

of cytokeratin CK 19 in usual cutaneous carcinomas were associated with the grade of SCCs.
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